TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP
ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN


DRAFT MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
JUNE 12, 2012
COMMUNITY SERVICE BUILDING
TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP

Present:  Scott, Walworth, Goossen, Spencer, Tomlinson, King and Jorgensen
Absent:  None
Others:  Briggs, Grobbel
Audience:  1

1.  Meeting convened at 7:00 PM.
2. Motion by Goossen to approve Agenda Content was seconded and passed 7-0.
3. Correspondence, etc.:  There will be a Township picnic at the day park on June 21st.  All township employees are invited.  If rained out, the picnic will be here at the CSB.
4. Motion by Walworth to approve the Minutes of May 8, 2012 with corrections was seconded and passed 7-0.  On page 4, first paragraph line one, delete the word “are”.  In line 3, delete the word “of”.  In the second paragraph, line one, add may already “be” covered.
5. Motion by Goossen to approve the Minutes of Special Meeting May 30, 2012 as prepared was seconded and passed 6-0 with Spencer abstaining due to absence. 
6. Concerns of the Public:  There were none.
7. Village Zoning Ordinance discussion:  Grobbel summarized the thoughts of the attendees from both Village Zoning Workshops, stating that most don’t want to change village boundaries, but development on the lakefront is different.  They are concerned about water quality.  Tomlinson added most residents on the lakefront think they are zoned R1 when in fact they are zoned Village.  Goossen feels if the Zoning Ordinance is changed to add more “Use by Right” the people would lose the opportunity to voice their opinion at a public hearing.  On the other hand, if it is a Business Use, then the public would have the chance to speak at a public hearing and the application would also go before the Township Board.  Scott stated that it’s time to decide what the Commission wants to do.  Spencer summarized the basis of a proposal:  (1) Changing the lakefront to R1 (2) put in some areas of Use by Right and (3) keep some of the Village Zone intact.  The Motion by Walworth to request Grobbel develop language that would reflect his understanding of the consensus of the Commission was seconded and passed 6-1, with King casting the nay vote.  Grobbel will go back to the maps, pull out and incorporate the Commissioners’ comments and bring back for next meeting.  He will then work on Ordinance language.  He asked the PC to review again the list of revised permitted uses listed in Version 6, dated 8/23/11.
8. Zoning Ordinance Definitions:  Referring to his handout, the Motion by Walworth that this material be substituted for the current definitions of “yards” was seconded and passed 7-0.  “Yards:  Yard dimensions are measured from the lot line or road right of way when the lot line is contained within the right of way or water’s edge, and the ordinary high water mark in those instances when the property line(s) extend into or are located entirely in a water body.”  Grobbel will now forward the corrected copy to the Antrim County Planning Commission for their review.
9. Land Use Plan Review:  Based on tonight’s discussion, Grobbel will prepare updated version for next month’s meeting.
10. Concerns of the Public:  There were none.
11. Concerns of the Commission:  Tomlinson stated the Zoning Administrator has sent a message to A-Ga-Ming; the tent is up, what are we going to do about it?  The Supervisor has given Mr. Briggs instructions to ticket them if they have a wedding.  Fines for a ticket are established by the court.  Mr. Briggs commented that A-Ga-Ming submitted an application for rezoning a few days ago and he is working on the details for a Public Hearing next month.  They were reminded the pre-application conference was held several months ago, but AGM withdrew their application.  Nothing “starts” until the application is received (a few days ago).  They are requesting a PUD with no new buildings to be constructed.  It was asked whether they could have weddings and the reply was there can be conditions set for approval.  The Public Hearing will probably be July 10th.
12. With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 10:10 PM.

These minutes are respectfully submitted and are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.


Kathy S. Windiate
Recording Secretary
